
Eastman Kodak, the company which pioneered so much in
photography from the 1880s through the 1960s, could have
owned digital imaging; the very first electronic camera was
born in one of Kodak’s labs. Instead, they missed that boat,
going into a tailspin that resulted in their eventual
bankruptcy. Tied to that economic engine, the fortunes of
Rochester, New York, the archetypal company town where
Kodak had its headquarters, fell as »Big Yellow« collapsed. 

»Catherine Leutenegger's attentive, deadpan studies of pre-
sent-day Rochester describe the face of a city once central to
photography but now marginalized and adrift, as it might ap-
pear to Eastman should his specter bicycle through the streets
as he once did in the flesh. Will Rochester go the way of
Detroit and other rust-belt cities in the post-industrial age?
Can it reinvent and reconfigure itself for the 21st century?
What happens to Rochester now depends not on Kodak but
on Rochester itself -- its citizens, its elected officials, its small
businesspeople and corporate heads. Rochester's revitalization
will require inventiveness and inspiration, for both of which
the city can look to this native son and the world-changing
enterprise he built and nurtured there.« 
from the essay Rochester, New York: After the Kodak Century
by A. D. Coleman

Book Launch
Centre de la Photographie Genève (CPG), Geneva
22.03.2014, from 11am

New Release Kehrer Verlag 

Catherine Leutenegger
KODAK CITY

Texts by A. D. Coleman, Catherine Leutenegger, 
Joerg Bader, Urs Stahel
Hardcover
20 x 24,5 cm
160 pages
89 color ills.
English / French
ISBN 978-3-86828-462-1
Euro 39,90 / £ 30 / US$ 50.00

Catherine Leutenegger's (b. 1983) photographs have been
featured in numerous solo and group exhibitions on the
international scene: Aperture Gallery, New York; Galleria
Carla Sozzani, Milan; Musée de l’Elysée, Lausanne; Bieler Fo-
totage, Biel; Fotomuseum, Winterthur. She is the recipient of
several major fellowships including two Swiss Federal
Design Grants (2006 and 2008); the Raymond Weil Interna-
tional Photography Prize (2008) and the BCV
Encouragement Prize (2006). In 2007 she took part of an ar-
tist residency program in New York and started her project
named Kodak City in Rochester.

www.cleutenegger.com

A. D. Coleman is a prolific writer of photography history and
criticism who has published widely since the 1960s. Coleman
was the first photo critic for the New York Times, authoring
120 articles during his tenure. He started writing in 1967 and
has contributed to the Village Voice, New York Observer and
numerous magazines, artist monographs and other publica-
tions worldwide. Born in 1943, he is based in New York City. 

Urs Stahel (b. 1953 in Zurich) was the Director of the Fotomu-
seum Winterthur, Switzerland, 1993 – 2013. He is the curator,
editor and author of numerous exhibitions and publications.

Joerg Bader (b. 1955 in Zurich) is Director of Centre de la
Photographie de Geneva, Switzerland .
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Please note:
These photographs have been copyright cleared for world
wide print and electronic reproduction only in the context
of reviews of the books. No more than THREE photographs
plus the cover image from the selection can be used in 
total – they are not to be used on the cover or cropped.

Photo series documenting the decline of the worlds largest manufacturer of analog film
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